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 #TeacherStatus

INDONESIA COMES FIFTH IN 35 COUNTRY TEACHER STATUS RANKING,  
NEW GLOBAL SURVEY REVEALS

TEACHER STATUS IN 
INDONESIA IS FIFTH 
HIGHEST OUT OF 35 

COUNTRIES IN THE 
NEW GLOBAL 

TEACHER STATUS 
INDEX 2018 – HIGHER 

THAN ANY 
EUROPEAN OR 

AMERICAN 
COUNTRY SURVEYED

KEY FINDINGS – INDONESIA:

> Indonesia ranks 5th out of 35 countries in the 
Global Teacher Status Index 2018 – higher than 
any European or American country surveyed. 
Only Russia, Taiwan, Malaysia and China were 
higher.

> When asked to rank 14 professions in order of 
status (including headteachers, primary and 
secondary teachers, doctors, nurses, social 
workers, and librarians), Indonesians ranked 
headteachers higher than any other country 
surveyed apart from Malaysia.

> Indonesians rate their education 6.98 out of 10 
– the sixth highest self-rating of all 35 countries 
surveyed. However, this is at odds with pupil 
attainment in the country with Indonesia ranking 
27th of the surveyed countries by average PISA 
scores. 
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35 survey countries indexed on a relative scale 1-100
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INDONESIA GTSI STATISTICS

INDONESIANS 
RANKED 

HEADTEACHERS 
HIGHER THAN ANY 

OTHER COUNTRY 
SURVEYED APART 
FROM MALAYSIA

> Two thirds (66%) of Indonesians said they 
thought pupils respect teachers – the fifth 
highest of all 35 countries surveyed, with only 
Ghana (70%), India (77%), Uganda (79%) and 
China (81%) higher.

> Nearly three quarters (74%) of Indonesians 
support performance related pay for teachers - 
the fifth highest rate of support amongst all 
countries surveyed and not far behind Egypt, 
where 79% support performance related pay 
– higher than any other country surveyed. 

> Around a third (32%) of parents said they would 
definitely or probably encourage their children 
to become teachers, while 29% said they would 
probably or definitely not encourage their 
children to do so.

> Indonesians say that teaching is most similar to 
social work as a profession, with 24% of 
respondents expressing this opinion in keeping 
with 18 of the 35 countries surveyed. However, 
librarian was almost as popular an answer, at 
21%. By contrast, only three countries – China, 
Russia and Malaysia – said teachers were most 
similar to doctors. 
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Headteacher, Secondary Teacher and Primary Teacher Occupational Respect 
Rankings by Teachers across Countries. 

Rating (out of 14 professions, 1= lowest status ranking, 14=highest status ranking

(1 = lowest status ranking, 14 = highest status ranking)
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TWO THIRDS (66%) 
OF INDONESIANS 

SAID THEY THOUGHT 
PUPILS RESPECT 
TEACHERS – THE 

FIFTH HIGHEST OF 
ALL 35 COUNTRIES 

SURVEYED

> The starting salary for a secondary school 
teacher in Indonesia is around $14,500 (adjusted 
for purchasing power parity). However, teachers 
polled say the minimum salary they would need 
to be paid to leave teaching is just over $25,000. 

> Indonesians had fairly accurate perceptions of 
the hours that teachers work, estimating 33.6 
hours per week against the 31.9 hours actually 
reported by teachers. Indonesia was one of only 
six countries to slightly overestimate the number 
of hours worked (the others were Canada, 
China, Japan, Uganda and Finland). Most 
countries underestimated teachers’ working 
hours to various degrees.
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Public Perceptions of How Good their Own Education System is Across 
Countries Related to PISA 2015 Score.

PISA ranking of average scores (in the 
relation to study countries; 1=highest 
score, 29 is lowest score)

How good is the 
education system
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NEARLY THREE 
QUARTERS (74%) OF 

INDONESIANS 
SUPPORT 

PERFORMANCE 
RELATED PAY FOR 

TEACHERS - THE 
FIFTH HIGHEST RATE 

OF SUPPORT 
AMONGST ALL 

COUNTRIES 
SURVEYED
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Do Pupils Respect Teachers by Country (2018).
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